
 

 

La Voce     -    July 2022   -     Page 1  

Northern Solano  Lodge #2534 
 

PRESIDENT           DON CRADDUCK 
VICE PRESIDENT          LAURE DEVINCENZI-NICHOLS 
IMMED PAST PRESIDENT     MARK ROSSI 
RECORDING SECRETARY      SHIRLEY FIRPO 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY        CAROL URBAN 
TREASURER           JERRY FIRPO 
EDITOR           LINDA FEINS  

 

LA VOCE 
  Luglio  2022 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Brothers and Sisters:   

Hope all had a fun and safe Fourth of July spending time with friends and family.  Last month we 

spent four days in LA at the Sons and Daughters of Italy’s 83rd Grand Lodge Convention.  We had a 

mixture of work and fun at this convention and despite a smaller than usual number of lodges       

attending we were able to address some important business and worked to move the organization 

forward.  Our Grand Lodge President, Barabra Wiszniewski’s first convention was a success.  In this 

edition of our newsletter, I have included a brief synopsis of what we accomplished.  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to call me anytime.  

Please don’t forget to bring school supplies to our next meeting so Kay can get them delivered       

before the start of school in August.  Remember if you don’t have time to shop, you can order items 

online and have them delivered to Kay's home or make arrangements to make cash donations and 

she will shop for needed items.  The kids and their parents at the school will greatly appreciate your 

support.  

I have a personal request for you our members and their guests who join us for a wonderful dinner 

each month.  There is a lot of work going into putting on our meetings from our kitchen crew to our 

decorating crew, our recording secretary, our financial secretary and our treasurer, our members 

who donate our raffle prizes and our raffle coordinator, and your board members and lastly me.  I 

would like to ask you our members to please stay after dinner, for our business meeting.  If we bring 

guests most of the time it is to show them what we are about and hopefully they will have an        

interest in joining.  For sure we are not only about a dinner out. I'm sure many do not realize we try 

to make the business meeting as short as possible.  Our June meeting started at 7:50 and was       

adjourned at 8:23. only 33 minutes. Thanks for your consideration.  

Don’t forget to call Lauretta Graham at 707-365-1818 or email her at lgraham457@aol.com to RSVP 

our next meeting on July 21st.  Here’s a tip, if you are reading this on your computer just click on the 

blue email address and RSVP right now. It’s easy and it really helps the kitchen crew plan for your 

dinners.  

Enough for now, Ciao a tutti, Don 
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Buon Anniversario 

Happy Anniversary to all members who are celebrating this month. Please  let  Don know about 
your special  occasion  so we  can share with your  Lodge Brothers and Sisters. 

Happy July Birthdays  

Lynn Gallagher  6 

Edna Barnes  11 

Maria Roberto 14 

Kenneth Gallagher 16 

Nancy Santos  17 

 

ACTIVITIES FOR JUNE  
 

July 19th Please RSVP by June 9th for our monthly meeting in order for our kitchen staff to 
  better control the cost of providing free dinners at our regular lodge meeting. 
  Please RSVP by calling 707-365-1818 or emailing Lauretta Graham at                                     
  lgraham457@aol.com.  

July20th Out to Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Pietro’s #1, 407 Cernon St. , Vacaville at       
  12:30 pm.  Please email Pam at pboes@sbcglobal.net or call 707-448-7176 if you  
  wish to  attend .    

July 21st Our regular Lodge meeting will be held at the Adult Recreation Center starting at 
  6:00 pm with dinner being served at 6:30 pm followed by a short business        
  meeting.  Don’t forget to bring a raffle prize to share with your fellow brothers 
  and sisters.  The proceeds from the raffle covers the cost of the free meals we       
  provide so don’t forget to support the Lodge and buy your raffle tickets. 

July 25th Book club will meet at Hannelore Buffico’s home at 2:00 pm, 3146 Olympic Rd.                 
  Fairfield.  The book this month is “White House” by Amy Bloom.  For more          
  information email Hannelore at hanbaf@sbcglobal.net or call 707-4229840. 

July 27th Card night will be hosted at Juanita Stopponi’s home at 6pm, 2159 Vista Hermosa, 
  Fairfield. Please call 707-422-1921 for more information.  For our new members and  
  those who have  not joined us before , why not give it a  try. Everyone  brings food 
  to share before  we play cards.   If  you  like  to play cards this provides a fun    
  evening with food, drink and making new friends.       

Charlene Godden Ping 21 

Rose Beeler   22 

Mike Kimmel    24 

Angela Dennis Pasini  29 

Jim Spering   31 
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TABLE DECORATIONS FOR LODGE MEETINGS 

The decoration team for the month of July -   Nancy Page  and Juanita Stopponi 

Juanita still needs volunteers to decorate in August and November.  Please call Juanita at         
707-422-1921 if you can help with  the decorations. 

Jeanne, Joy and I attended the convention in Orange California June 22nd to June 25th.   It was 
great seeing some familiar faces from past conventions.  Here is a brief rundown of the time we 
spent there.  We arrived around noon on the 22nd and joined other bocce players in competition.  
I was on a team with Louie Lodi (Cannoli King and 3rd Vice President of the North), Dan Marinelli 
(President of the Sacramento lodge), and Al Girolami (Colombia lodge-AKA The Judge).  I am 
proud to say we did very well, went undefeated in three games, and won First Place.  I’ll wear my 
medal at the next meeting, so check it out. 

This was the first face-to-face convention we have held since 2019. Many of the Lodges were      
unable to send delegates due to the inability to fund raise and several of their delegates caught 
covid and had to cancel.  Out of the 40 Lodges with 69 delegate representatives, 22 Lodges sent 
all their delegates, 10 sent partial number of delegates and 8 lodges were unable to send any     
delegates.  Understandably this was the smallest convention by far but we were able to come to 
agreement on a much-needed  decision for the benefit of all our Lodges.  For many years the   
matter of what to do with the Grand Lodge building in San Francisco has been the main topic at 
our conventions.  At the convention before the pandemic, it was decided to sell only if we netted 
5.1 million dollars.  This proved to be impactable so after some discussions as to best option it was 
voted on and approved, to sell the building and purchase a facility in a location with better airport 
access and public transportation.  Sacramento was suggested due to better real estate value and 
more reasonable prices for hotel accommodations.  The Grand Lodge Board with  representatives 
from the Western Foundation will work to pursue the sale of the Grand Lodge building in San 
Francisco and acquire a new facility.  At this time the real estate estimates are somewhere         
between 3 to 3.5 million dollars, so we should be able to find a facility in which we could have our 
Grand Lodge Offices, hold our conventions thereby saving costs for all Lodges to attend and    
possibly be able to rent out part of the facility to generate income.  One suggestion was to         
create and Italian Heritage Museum within the facility.  The possibilities are endless.   

Several by-law changes were proposed.  The first was to limit the number of delegates to a      
maximum of two regardless of the number of members in a lodge.  After discussion this proposal 
was not approved.  The second proposed by-law change did pass and it eliminated the financial 
penalty (fines) imposed on lodges who did not send the required number of delegates to a       
convention.  It was brought up that very few lodges had the fine imposed on them and often it 
was a minimal fee.  The third proposed by-law change was to change the conventions from each 
year to once every other year.  While this sounded good on the surface it was discussed and the 
proposal was defeated.  All of these changes will not go into effect until the National By-Law   
Committee approves them.   

One of the highlights of this convention was a speech given by the national president Bob Bianchi, 
Esq.  I am going to try to get a video to share with all of you at one of our meetings.  He is a very 
inspiring and motivating individual.   

CONVENTION NEWS 
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The monthly drawing for a free years dues was won by Joann Beath.   Congratulations! 

 

 

 

In June and July we will be collecting school supplies to be delivered to the        
Hemlock School in Vacaville.   

Contact: Kay Locatelli 707-422-2518  (leave message) or gnkloc@sbcglobal.net  

Binders Lined notebook paper     Rulers    

Scissors        Large pencils  

Sharpeners that catch shavings     Large erasers (not pencil toppers)  

Glue sticks and School glue      Disinfecting wipes  

Black, Blue, Red ink pens. Crayons ( 24 per box)   Boxes of tissues  

# 2 Pencils Colored pencils (12-24 pencil set)   Zip lock bags (all sizes)  

Water based (not permanent) Markers(8 pen sets)  Backpacks  

White board markers (any color)     Hand sanitizer  

Rulers Pencil Pouches (that will fit 3 ring binders)   Monetary Donations  

Members can drop donations at our house or bring them to the July meeting.  Monetary 
donations can be dropped off or sent to me at 229 Jasmine Street, Fairfield 94533 and I will 
shop for needed school supplies.    

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Last months Who Am I contest was won  by 
Jeanne Cradduck  Here is a picture of  James 
Allen, our June Who Am I . 
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Ciao a tutti.  My Italian heritage is as follows.  My Italian parents immigrated in the early 20th       
Century from the small town of Vastogirardi nella Provincia de Campobasso nell’ reggione de  
Abruzzo.  Both my mother and fathers’ parents grew up in New York State.  My parents were     
married in Bridgeport, Connecticut and resettled in Torrington, Connecticut where I was born.     
Torrington was a fairly large town with a population of over 25,000. We had a large family             
consisting of seven children.  I was the youngest of the bunch. 

I met my spouse while studying in graduate school in Los Angeles and have been married for 52 
years.  We have two daughters and four wonderful grandsons who by the way all live in California.   

Education has been my lifelong career and I am a retired headmaster of a private school.  My spouse 
and I were both in education and were blessed to have lived in Connecticut, Massachusetts,      
Michigan, Ohio and California.  We also lived in Spain and the Dominican Republic, and the territory 
of Puerto Rico throughout 34 of our 52 years of marriage.   

I have only been a member of the Sons and Daughters of Italy for a short time but am enjoying     
being a part of this organization.  I joined the Connecticut Air National Guard in 1963 and received an 
honorable discharge in 1969.  

We loved to travel and have been to most countries in eastern and western Europe, Morocco,      
Israel, Jordan, China, Hong Kong, Macao, and Singapore.  We have spent time in Central and South 
America including Mexico, Guatemala, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Argentina, Brazil, 
and Paraguay. 

My hobbies consist of tennis, swimming, reading, chess, music including classical, Broadway shows 
and especially attending family gatherings with our daughters and their families.   

My latest endeavor is writing my first book on the benefits of cultural interchange, using my           
experiences of living and working abroad.  I have collected interviews with many relevant contacts 
including former Secretary of State and Defense, Leon Panetta who shares an Italian heritage.  Do 
you know Who I Am?   

 

Hint #1   My first name can be figured out if you remember the last name of TV stars Lucy and Ricky? 

Hint #2   My last name sounds just like the “cherry” you put in a Tequila Sunrise.  If you are not sure 
who the Who Am I is,  just ask the “Piano Man” at our meeting what his name is. I expect everyone 
will guess this one! 

GARIBALDI- MEUCCI MUSEUM  

Saturday July 9th, the Museum opened an exhibit of Gary Pizzolo's art work that has                   
expressionist roots and explores ideas about perspective; that is, how we see and interpret the 
world,  visually, emotionally, and intellectually. Pizzolo is currently working at the College         
Staten Island College in the Department of Media Culture. He has a Bachelor of Science in Studio 
Arts, Fine Arts, and Master of Arts in Liberal Studies. The Museum celebrated the 215th Birthday 
of Giuseppe Garibaldi with a presentation from Dr. Francis Curcio, of the faculty at Queen's       
College, University of New York City. Dr. Curcio has authored and   co-authored numerous books 
and scholarly articles. The Museum will hold a virtual conversation with New York's Bestselling 
Author “Adriana Trigiani” on September 7th. More info on this to follow.  

Joy Bruno  

CA State Chair/Nation Overseer 



 

 

La Voce     -    July 2022   -     Page 6  

Here are the copies of the front and back of the business card we have to help promote new            
members.  Please see Don at our June meeting if you would like to have some.  It is an easy way to 
ask friends to check out your Lodge. 

ANNUAL GENE BRUNO PICNIC 

Brothers and Sisters, we would like to continue the Annual Gene Bruno lodge picnic this year.  
With the pandemic we have not been able to hold it since 2018.  We are searching for a place to 
hold the picnic this year so if anyone has a private or semi-private area we could use please call 
Don Cradduck ASAP at 707-372-5151.  If there is a fee the Lodge could cover the expense.  For 
those who have not attended the picnics in the past, the Lodge provides the main courses from 
hamburger and hot dogs to meatballs and sausage sandwiches, all the condiments and drinks.  
Our members bring salads and desserts to share.  This picnic was Gene’s idea as a way for our 
members, their families, and friends to spend some time together.  

ITALIAN LANGUAGE CLASSES 

Daniela De Gregorio is offering Italian Language classes both in person or online.  Daniela lives in 
Rio Vista and can be contacted via email at degregorio.italy@gmail.com or call her at 510-673-
8769 for further information  

WORDS TO THINK ABOUT 

“I was thinking about how people seem to read the bible a lot more as they get older, and then 
it dawned on me—they’re cramming for their final exam!”  George Carlin 

“At my age, flowers scare me!”  George Burns 
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RATES FOR ADDS IN LA VOCE 

 

BUSINESS CARD  $ 60.00        12 ISSUES 

1/3 PAGE  $100.00        12 ISSUES 

1/2 PAGE  $120.00        12 ISSUES 

FULL PAGE  $160.00        12 ISSUES 

 

 

FOR INFORMATION PLACING 

YOUR ADD PLEASE CONTACT  

LINDA FEINS AT 
lfeins@sbcglobal.net 
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Northern Solano Lodge #2534 

3340 Peppertree Drive 

Fairfield, California 

94533 


